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English 9 Syllabus – Ms. Ranalli - 

English 9




Course Description:

 The ninth-grade student will be able to make planned oral presentations independently and in small groups, with attention to the accuracy of evidence and the effectiveness of delivery. The student will continue to apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development in authentic texts. The study of both classic and contemporary literature will enhance the student’s appreciation of language arts as he/she develops the ability to read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of literary texts including narratives, narrative nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Students will also read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts, citing textual support. The student will be able to produce, analyze, and evaluate auditory, visual, and written media messages. Grammar development will continue through the application of self- and peer-editing of writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing. The student will develop narrative, expository, and persuasive writings for a variety of audiences and purposes through the use of print, electronic databases, online resources, and other media.  The student will also use these resources to create a research product.

(bolded text taken from the Virginia Standards of Learning in English, 2010).
Genres Studied:

· Short Story
· Novel
· Poetry
· Drama
· Epic Poetry
· Memoir

Our Texts: 

· Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: Gold Level/Prentice Hall/ 2014 Virginia Student Edition
· Assorted short stories and poems

· Epics: The Odyssey
· Novels: And Then There Were None  
· Plays: A Raisin in the Sun, Romeo and Juliet
Our Goals:
Our course of study follows the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) in preparation for further English SOL courses and tests. The SOLs are listed at the end of this document. The first week of class we will discuss our classroom goals and begin a personal writing assignment.  In addition, we will take a diagnostic reading comprehension test and begin working on laying the groundwork for vocabulary and grammar studies.  We will also begin our short stories unit.
Materials Needed

· COMPOSITION NOTEBOOK (You must have this the 2nd Day of class!)
· YELLOW, BLUE, GREEN, ORANGE and PINK HIGHLIGHTERS

· Post-it notes 

· Lined 8 ½ x 11” notebook paper 

· Pencils/Pens 

Recommended:
· Box of tissues or hand sanitizer – please bring one for the class to share

 Items to be Shared:

· Thin-Tip Dry Erase Markers
· Colored Poster Board

· Cleaning wipes

· Old magazines (school appropriate!!)

· Craft supplies 
Classroom rental center- If you come unprepared for class, then you must check out the supplies you need from the Classroom Rental Center. The cost of forgetting an item will be the loss of weekly participation points.
Classroom Rules:
· Golden Rule: Treat others as you want them to treat you
· Follow Instruction
· Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings
· One person, one pass: One person out of class at a time
· When I am talking, you listen. When you talk, we listen.
· Common Sense Clause: Use your common sense!
· Examples of this include:
· School rules still apply
· Indoor voices
· Use supplies correctly
· Watch your language 
· Etc.
BYOD Procedures

(BYOD= Bring Your Own Device)

School-Wide Rules

· BYOD is an OPTIONAL activity

· Devices are to be used for academic purposes only

· Devices may only be used under direct adult supervision

· The school is not responsible for loss, damage or theft of any devices

· Do not allow anyone else to use your device

· Devices may not be charged on school property

· All AUP regulations apply to BYOD– turn in your paperwork so you don’t lose your account

· Devices must be connected to the school’s wi-fi network when in use– no 3G, 4G, etc.

 

* * BYOD Classroom Rules * *
· When entering classroom, check the BYOD WiFi signs on my door and white boards.  If signs are red, keep devices out of sight and out of mind!  If signs are yellow, we’re doing a BYOD activity that day.
· If signs are yellow and you plan to use your device (phone, tablet, e-reader, laptop, iPod, etc.) place it face-down on the desk at the BEGINNING of class.  If it isn’t there when we begin a BYOD activity, you don’t get to use it!
· Do NOT touch/type/flip/mess around with your device if not given explicit instructions to do so.  Distracting devices get confiscated!
Phone Corral:
The consequences for abusing technology procedures are as follows:

· 1st Offense: Device confiscated/Student pick-up (WARNING)
· 2nd Offense: Device confiscated/Parent pick-up (WARNING)
· 3rd Offense: Device confiscated/Parent pick-up (1 day ISS)
· 4th Offense: Device confiscated/Parent pick-up (1 day OSS)
· 5th + Offenses: Device confiscated/Parent pick-up (2+ days OSS)
Grading Procedures:
Grading scale:

90-100

A
80--89

B
70-79

C
60-69

D
59 and below
F

Grades will be calculated using a total points system.  T
Writing/Papers:
We will write extensively throughout the course, beginning with Narrative and moving towards Expository, Analytical and Research papers.  Short papers will be completed in class by hand and occasionally on laptop computers. Long papers will be drafted and revised according to grading rubrics before receiving a final, holistic grade.
Vocabulary and Grammar:
Every week we will study assigned Vocabulary words and take a quiz on Friday. We will also have English literary terms to work with throughout the semester. We will have lessons on the basics of grammar in class.
Quizzes and Tests:

Reading is essential to studying literature, analyzing texts, and becoming better writers. To help you stay motivated and focused in your reading, we will have regular quizzes after reading assignments. At the end of each unit and novel, we will have a formal assessment of what we have studied.  In general, quizzes are worth 50 – 100 points and tests are worth 150 – 300 points.
Projects:

Students will also have the opportunity to complete individual and group projects.  These projects will be related to our study of genres and corresponding time periods.  Projects will also be a chance for students to be creative.  In general, long-term projects are worth 200 – 500 points.
Homework Policy
Homework will be assigned as needed in order to achieve mastery of material.  I will aim to assign written homework no more than three nights per week; however, depending on the genre being studied, reading may be assigned every night.
Late Work Policy
As per the department requirements, no late work will be accepted.  Students who do not turn in work on due date will receive a zero.  Students who are absent when work is assigned have three days to make it up.  Students who were present when work was assigned, however, are to turn assignments in the day they return, regardless of time missed.

**If you need help understanding or completing an assignment, PLEASE come see me during IE!
Directions for Activating Email Notifications in Power School Parent Portal 
Login at the parent portal main page http://ps.kgcs.k12.va.us/public/home.html using the username and pw assigned by the school. If you do not have this information call the guidance or front office secretary at your child’s school. 

At the dashboard complete the following steps: 

1. Select “Email Notification.” 
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2. Check the boxes for the information which you would like to receive. 

3. Select the frequency at which you would like to receive emails. 

4. Enter the email address(es) where you would like the notifications delivered. 

5. Click the “Submit” button. (Check the “Send now?/Yes” box to receive a notification immediately). 

Important Dates:


Interims

End of Grading Period

Report Cards

August 31

September 21


September 25


October 12

November 2


November 7

 
November 30

December 20


January 3


January 25

February 15


February 20


March 12

April 3



April 5


May 3


May 24


Mailed Home

Teacher Name: Ms. Ranalli				Department: English 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:aranalli@kgcs.k12.va.us" �aranalli@kgcs.k12.va.us�			Planning: Block 3


Phone: 540-775-3535 x2240				


Website: kghsataylor.weebly.com
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